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Ukraine’s new Mine Action Centre to train 3,000 deminers with
help of UAH9.5 million investment from Metinvest

On 3 November, Ukraine’s State Transport Special Service, a specialised military unit of the Ministry of Defence,

opened a new Mine Action Centre in the Chernihiv region. Metinvest Group partnered to help fund the centre’s

construction through the United 24 state fundraising platform. One of the Mine Action Centre’s main tasks will be

vocational training of sappers. The plan is to train more than 3,000 specialists to perform humanitarian demining

of areas left heavily contaminated with explosive ordnance in the aftermath of fighting. Metinvest’s financial

support has helped to build the centre’s main administrative building. The Group has invested UAH9.5 million to

fund the construction.

The Mine Action Centre is a new response to the challenge of massive mine contamination during the war.

Ukraine has become the most heavily mined country in the world because of the hostilities, so there is an

immediate need to certify, educate and train sappers and demining specialists. The area of mine-contaminated de-

occupied territory is currently around 45,000 square kilometres, and it will increase by around 190,000 square

kilometres after the complete de-occupation of Ukrainian territory. 

“Mine clearance of Ukraine’s territory after the war is one of the biggest challenges that our society will face.

Thousands of homes, estates, fields and businesses, like our Azovstal, bear these consequences of war. They will

be reminders of the hostilities for many years after they end. We should not leave such a dangerous heritage for

our children or grandchildren to accidentally discover 50 years from now. This is why investing to open the Mine

Action Centre in the Chernihiv region is the next step that Metinvest Group and its shareholder are taking in a

major project to assist in the demining of Ukraine, as part of which we are already producing mine trawls for

tanks. I strongly believe that systematic approaches to mine action should be implemented throughout

Ukraine,” said Yuriy Ryzhenkov, CEO of Metinvest Group. 

The Mine Action Centre will plan, organise and coordinate mine action activities, inform the population about the

risks associated with mines and explosive remnants of war, and train and certify mine action operators. 

“Two years ago, a capsule was laid in the foundation of the modern office building that stands before us today

thanks to the State Transport Service’s partners, United 24 and Metinvest Group. The centre was created to plan,

organise and coordinate mine action activities. Today, the centre certifies mine action operators, inspects the

quality of demined areas, manages information and provides scientific support for mine action. We also inform the

public about the risks associated with explosive ordnance,” said Colonel Yevhen Biriukov, head of the Mine

Action Centre. 

The launch of the centre will improve the efficiency of the demining quality management system and the

inspection of demined areas. The centre also certifies mine action operators and processes, engages demining

teams in areas contaminated by explosive ordnance, and provides scientific and technical support for mine action. 



From the first days of the full-scale invasion, Metinvest has placed production on a war footing, systematically

helping Ukraine’s defenders and providing equipment to its military. Over more than a year and a half of military

aggression, the Group has already allocated UAH2 billion to support the defenders as part of Rinat Akhmetov’s

Steel Front initiative. This has covered 150,000 bulletproof vests (including those made at its own facilities and

purchased), more than 280 mobile shelters, 250 pieces of high-precision military equipment, more than 30 “lancet

catchers”, mine trawls for tanks and thousands of drones, thermal imagers, vehicles, communication devices and

other military equipment. These have been purchased and transferred free of charge to units of Ukraine’s defence

forces. 
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